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This Annual Report of the Colonial Town of Amherst published
for the bicentennial year of its founding does honor to Clarence
H. Hagar who retires after serving his community as Sexton for
twenty-eight years. His regard for Amherst and its people was
demonstrated by his devotion to the care and maintenance of its
four cemeteries, his untiring efforts to perform the manifold duties
of his office and by the extra loving attention to marking and then
decorating annually the paupers grave. Many recall his cultivation
of a cutting flower garden, complete with scissors, in the Meadow-
view Cemetery, available at no cost, to any and all.
We are sincerely grateful for this opportunity to express our
appreciation to him.
A Si
TOWN OFFICERS - 1960
Moderator
A. M. Wight, Jr.
Selectmen
Allen D. Howard, 1 year
Rae Comerford, 2 years Hermon W. Anderson, 3 years
Treasurer Highway Agent
Catherine A. Kruger Richard G. Crocker
Town Clerk Constable
Catherine A. Kruger Albert H. Junkins
Tax Collector Auditors
Barbara H. Landry Orson H. Bragdon
Sexton of Cemeteries George H. Howard
Clarence H. Hagar
Supervisors of the Checklists
Walter D. Wiggin
Frank L. Pearson Donald O. Young
Fire Wards
Gordon P. Bowler, Fire Chief
Edward
J.
Marchildon, 1st Asst. Robert F. Locke, 2nd Asst.
Civil Defense Director
Rae Comerford
Trustees of the Trust Funds
Edward A. Conti, 1 year
Henry F. Merrill, 2 years Chester B. McGrath, 3 years
Library Trustees
Benjamin G. Bundy, 1 year (Cleaveland
J.
Campbell, resigned)
Lucy Richardson 1 year
Elizabeth G. Hall 2 years
Howard L. Husmer 2 years
Henry F. Merrill 3 years
Harriet Mitiguy, 3 years (Margaret Seamans resigned)
Zoning Officials
Administrative Official and Building Inspector
Allen D. Howard
Board of Adfustment
Allen D. Howard 1 year
Fred Vatcher 2 years
John C. DuflF 3 years
Francis O. Lathrop 4 years
Edward Conti 5 years
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At the Town Hall 2nd and 4th Monday evenings
from 7:30 p. m. to 9:00 p. m.
Tax Collector
Office at home — Mack Hill Road, Monday, Wed-
nesday and Friday 10:00 a. m. to 2:00 p. m.
Also every 2nd and 4th Mondays at Town Hall,
7:30 p. m.
Town Clerk and Treasurer
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 9:00
a. m. - 1:30 p. m.
2nd and 4th Mondays, Town Hall - 7:30 p. m.
General Information
TOWN WARRANT
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Amherst in the Coun-
ty of Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote
in Town Affairs:
Polls to open at 1:00 p. in. and close at 7:00 p. m.
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said Amherst on Tuesday, the 14th day of March next,
at eight of the clock in the afternoon, to act upon the
following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the
year ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be neces-
sary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
make appropriations for the same.
3. To see if the Town will vote to give the Select-
men and the Town Treasurer authority to borrow
money in anticipation of taxes.
4. To see if the Town will vote to allow a dis-
count of IVzfc on 1961 property taxes paid by May 1st,
1961. Any person paying on their 1961 property tax
an amount equal to 80% of their 1960 property tax to be
allowed 1^2% discount on their 1961 property tax bill
if paid in full by December 1, 1961.
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $100.00 to purchase advertising
space in the 1962 Guide of the Merrimack Valley Re-
gion, or act in relation thereto.
6. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate $1,000.00 to continue the plan started in 1956
for the improvement of roads.
7. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate
the sum of $2,300.00 to finish filling in the new part of
Meadowview Cemetery bordering Jacobson's land.
These lots are eventually sold causing no expense to
the Town. (By request of Sexton.)
8. To see if the Town of Amherst will vote to re-
construct where necessary and oil that portion of
Washer Cove Road at Baboosic Lake from the inter-
section of Clark Avenue and Washer Cove Road ap-
proximately 277 feet to the intersection of Washer Cove
Road with West Street and to raise and appropriate
sufficient money for the work. (By request of Baboosic
Cottagers Association.)
9. To see if the Town will vote to close the regis-
tration period of new voters one week prior to any
Town Meeting, Primary, State or National election.
(By request of the Supervisors.)
10. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $350.00 to pay for pubhshing in-
ventory of taxable property in the 1961 Town Report.
11. To see if the Town will vote to accept the road
built by Harold W. Wilkins, Sr. as specified by the
Selectmen and Road Agent.
12. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to execute a quit claim deed from the Town
to Miss Bertha Rogers of a parcel of land the owner-
ship of which is in doubt.
13. To see if the Town will vote to increase the
Selectmen's token salary from $350.00 to $500.00 per
year and raise and appropriate money for the same.
(By petition.)
14. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate $300.00 to complete renovation of the Court
Room.
15. To see if the Town will vote to raise and ap-
propriate the sum of $150.00 to be made available to tlie
Planning Board for use in the purchase of suitable maps,
the printing and distribution of revised Zoning Ordi-
nances, and for such other purposes as the Board may
deem advisable in connection with its duties. (Sub-
mitted and recommended by the Planning Board of
The Town of Amherst.)
16. To see if the Town will enter into the Urban
Planning Assistance Program, the approximate cost of
which will be $4,000.00 by voting to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $1,500.00 as its share of the cost, the
balance to be supplied by the State and Federal
governments; the Town to receive as a result of this
project essential base maps, aerial photographs, a land-
use study to guide the future developments of the Town,
and a land-use report with full finding and recommen-
dations along with suitable zoning maps.
17. To see if the Town will vote to establish a
Planning Board of seven members with duties as set
forth in sections 1-15, Chapter 36, N. H. Revised Sta-
tutes Annotated, 1955, to make a study of the Town's
development and report to the Town appropriate
recommendations for the promotion of the Town's
best development. The Board shall consist of one Select-
man and six other citizens appointed by the Selectmen,
as provided in Chapter 36, N. H. Revised Statutes An-
notated, 1955.
18. To see if the Town will vote to amend the
Zoning Ordinance by adding to Section 3 of Article 1
(which pertains to Roadside District) the following
paragraph to be designated "E":
"Everv new building shall be set back from the
front property line not less than thirty feet, or such
distances as shall conform to the line of existing build-
ings on adjacent property; and the side of any building
facing the front property line shall be parallel thereto.
All new buildings shall be set back at least fifteen feet
from the side and rear of property lines."
19. To see if the Town will vote to amend the
Zoning Ordinance as follows: By inserting before the
word "Dump" as it appears in paragraph A of each sec-
tion of Article 1, the word "private" and after the same
word "Dump" the words "not for a public dump until an
advertised public hearing has first been held."
20. To see if the Town will vote to empower the
Selectmen to accept as a town road any road that meets
the following specifications:
(1) The right of way shall be at least 45 feet
in width and conveyed to the town by deed.
(2) The finished grade shall be at least 18 feet
in width.
( 3 ) The roadbed shall be constructed by (a) re-
moval of all loam and yielding materials, (b) shall have
all boulders broken off at least 12 inches beneath the
sub-grade, (c) the sub-grade shall be constructed of at
least 12 inches of gravel with a minimum width of 24
feet, (d) the finished grade shall be constructed of at
least 4 inches of fine gravel such as will go through a
2-mch mesh screen, (e) shall have applied a binder coat
of road mix asphalt at the rate of IV4 gallons per square
yard, (f) shall have drainage and culverts installed where
necessary.
(4) All dead ends shall be provided with a
turnaround of at least 75 feet radius.
(5) No curve shall have a centerline radius of
less than 150 feet.
(6) No grade shall be greater than 9 percent.
21. To see if the Town will vote to amend the
Zoning Ordinance by changing paragraph D of Sec-
tion 2 (Village District), paragraph B of Section 3 (Road-
side District ) and paragraph B of Section 4 ( Rural Dis-
trict), all of which relate to "signs" to read as follows
instead of as heretofore:
"Signs of the following nature may be erected
within this District: Federal, Town and State direction-
al and regulatory signs; historic signs, advertising signs
as large as twelve square feet in total relating only to
the use or uses conducted in the building or upon the
immediate premises thereof by either the property own-
er or by the tenant. All signs shall be placed in such
a manner as not to obstruct the view of the highway."
22. To see if the Town will vote to amend the
Zoning Ordinance as follows:
(a) Paragraph S of Section 1 of Article 1 be
changed and known as paragraph 4, by replacing the
word "or" by a comma and inserting after the words
"Roadside District" a comma and the words "or the
Lakeside District."
(b) Inserting a new paragraph 3 of Section 1 of
Article 1 which shall read:
"3. The Lakeside District, which shall com-
prise all land lying within the following bounds:
South of Baboosic Lake at the junction of the
Merrimack-Amherst town lines and the Merrimack
Road westerly along the Merrimack Road to its junc-
tion with the Lake Road; thence northerly along the
Lake Road to the Walnut Hill Road; thence northerly
along the Walnut Hill Road to the point of crossing the
former Boston and Maine right-of-way; thence follow-
ing the right-of-way northeasterly and easterly to the
Town line; thence along the town line to the point of
beginning."
(c) Section 4 of Article 1 be known as Section
5, and Section 5 of Article 1 be known as Section 6.
10
( d ) A new Section 4 of Article 1 to be inserted
which shall read as follows:
"The Lakeside District shall enjoy the follow-
ing regulations and restrictions:
(a) No land in said district shall be used for
a private dump nor a public dump unless an advertised
public hearing has first been held. Or for a trailer Park
or for the location of a trailer for residential purposes,
or the storage of abandoned vehicles or discarded ma-
terials of any kind, nor used in a manner that is dis-
orderly, unsightly, noxious, or detrimental to the public,
or prejudicial to the general welfare.
(b) Signs of the following nature may be
erected within this district: Federal, Town and State
directional and regulatory signs, historic signs, adver-
tising signs as large as twelve square feet in total re-
lating only to the use or uses conducted in the building
or upon the immediate premises thereof by either the
property owner or by the tenant. All signs shall be
placed in such a manner as not to obstruct the view of
the highway.
(c) Any person wishing to erect a new
building, addition to present building, establish a new
business, or erect signs, shall first receive a written per-
mit from the Administrative Official.
(d) No new dwelling be it permanent or
seasonal shall be erected or constructed on a lot of land
having less than 100 feet of frontage, on the principal
route of access to the lot, and in the case of any lot on
the lake front having less than 100 feet of shoreline, nor
on a lot having less than 10,000 square feet of area, un-
less such lot of land shall have been recorded and taxed
as a lot of record on or prior to the adoption of this
amendment.
(e) Every new building shall be set back
11
from the front property line not less than thirty feet, or
such distances as shall conform to the line of existing
buildings on adjacent property; and the side of any
building facing the front property line shall be parallel
thereto. All new buildings shall be set back at least
fifteen feet from the side and rear of property lines, or
in the case of property on the Lake Shore, at least 30
feet from the water's edge.
23. To see if the Town will vote to increase the
salary of 43 members of the Fire Department by $20 a
year and raise and appropriate $860.00 for same.
24. To see if the Town will vote to have the mo-
derator appoint a committee of three to work with the
selectmen on an insurance plan for the town.
25. To transact any other business that may legally
come before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seal this 17th day of







Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year
January 1, 1961 to December 31, 1961.
Compared with
Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations and Expenditures
of the Previous Year January 1, 1960 to December 31, 1960.
Estimated Actual Estimated
Revenue Revenue Revenue
SOURCES Previous Previous Ensuing
OF REVENUE Year Year Year
1960 1960 1961
From State:
Interest and dividends tax $15,000.00 $18,304.32 $15,000.00
Railroad tax 13.83
Savings bank tax 150.00 130.63 125.00
Reimbursement a/c State and
Federal forest lands 1.51 1.50
Head tax reimbursement 21.76
Bounties 109.50
Reimbursement a/c old age
assistance 150.90
Fire training and investigation 50.48
From Local Sources Except Taxes:
Dog licenses 800.00 845.45 800.00
Business licenses, permits
and filing fees 6.00 24.50
Fines & forfeits, municipal court 934.20
Rent of town hall
and other buildings 200.00 270.00 200.00
Interest received on taxes & deposits 890.65
Income from trust funds 200.00 213.07 200.00
Income from departments:
(a) Highway, including rental
of equipment 3,342.48
(b) Sale of cemetery lots 425.00
(c) Perpetual care 1,800.00
Reimbursement a/c fire
(Mack Hill) 943.33




Men's Club gift 213.10
Refund insurance premium 264.84
Social security withholding 92.93
13




Prior years' head tax
From Local Taxes Other Than
Property Taxes:
(a) Poll taxes—regular at $2
(b) National bank stock taxes
(c) Yield taxes
Total revenue from all sources
except property taxes






Town officers' salaries $
Town officers' expenses
Election & registration exp.
Municipal court expenses


























On long term notes & bonds









Taxes bought by town




Payment on Principal of Debt:
(a) Bonds
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Dump and garbage collection
Town Road x\id
Town maintenance (summer $8,000)
(winter $9,600)
Street lighting
General Expenses of Highway Dept.
Libraries
Old Age Assistance
Public Rehef (Town poor $1,000)
(Soldiers' aid $500)
Memorial Day, Vet. Assoc, Old Home Day
Parks & playgrounds
Article 6 — Road Improvement
Cemeteries
Damages and legal exp. (incl. dog damage)
Article 22 — Purchase Fire Dept. equipment
Payment on debt (principal $7,000)
(interest $725)
Capital Reserve Fund — fire equipment
Article 9 — Bicentennial Celebration
Article 10 — Lawn mower
Article 11 — Grading Meadowview Cemetery
Article 16 — Increase in Fire Chief's pay
Article 17 — Social Security




Business licenses & permits $ 5 00
Interest on taxes 500 00
Interest and di\idends tax 18,304 32
Railroad tax 25 00
Savings bank tax 130 63
Reimbursement a c State and
Federal lands 1 50
Revenue from yield tax sources 500 00
Dog licenses ' 700 00
Fines and forfeits — municipal court 200 00
Rent of town property & equipment 200 00
Income from trust funds 200 00
Motor Vehicle permit fees 13,000 00
Total Revenues and Credits S 33,766 45
$218,631 84
Plus overlay 1,865 06
Net Amount to be raised by Taxation $220,496 90
Less: 816 of poll taxes at $2 $1,632 00
National bank stock taxes 70 00
1,702 00
Amount to be raised by propertv taxes $218,794 90
Taxes Committed to Collector:
Property Taxes:
Town $ 61,254 65
School 157,447 05
218,701 70
Precinct Taxes 4,579 50
Total Property Taxes $223,281 20
Poll Taxes at $2.00 1,632 00
National Bank Stock Taxes 70 00











(b) Levy of 1959
(c) Levy of 1958
(d) Previous Years
Uncollected Taxes:
(a) Lew of 1960
(b) Levy of 1959
(d) Previous Years
(e) State Head Taxes—Levy of 1960
(f) State Head Taxes—Previous Years
Total Assets
Net Surplus, December 31, 1959
Net Surplus, December 31, 1960
Increase of Surplus
LIABILITIES
Accounts Owed by the Town:
Article 6 of 1960
Men's Club - Gift
Art. 8 of 1958 — Town hall renovation
Due to State:
(a) State Head Taxes-1960
(Uncollected $1130.40) (Collected-
not remitted to State Treas. $55.00)
(b) Yield Tax-Bond & Debt Retirement
(Uncollected $138.29) (Collected-
not remitted to State Treas. $171.76)
$15,178 35
Due to School Districts:
Balance of Appropriation 15,196 82
Capital Reserve Funds:
Grader Fund 5,251 85
Fire Truck Fund 2,040 60
Long Term Notes Outstanding:
Grader Notes 4,000 00
Bridge Notes 12,000 00
Total Liabilities $41,049 26
Excess of assets over liabilities (Surplus) 22,380 71
Grand Total $63,429 97
STATEMENT OF BONDED DEBT
Town of Amherst
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description Value
1. Town hall, lands and buildings
Furniture and equipment
2. Libraries, lands and buildings
Furniture and equipment
3. Police department, lands and buildings
Equipment
4. Fire department, lands & buildings
Equipment
5. Highway department, lands & buildings
Equipment
6. Parks, commons and playgrounds
9. Schools, lands and buildings
Equipment
10. Dumps
IL All lands and buildings acquired
through Tax Collector's deeds
Harding & Cassidy lot, 2 acres
Whitmore lot
Proctor lot, 25 acres
Winslow lot, 9 acres
Goodwin building
Chandler lot
Gelinas lot, 5 acres
Melendy lot, 3 acres




62 ('59) Auto Permits Jan. 1-Mar. 31, 1960 $ 304 30




Property, Poll and Yield Taxes
LEVY OF 1960
Dr.
Taxes Committed to Collector:
Property $223,363 32
Poll ' 1,630 00






State Head Taxes Committed to Collector:
Original Warrant $5,415 00
Added 160 00
Total Committed $5,575 00




Head Taxes $4,444 60
Penalties 4 50
$4,449 10
Uncollected Head Taxes as per list 1,130 40
$5,579 50
SUMMARY OF WARRANT
Property, Poll and Yield Taxes
LEVY OF 1959
Dr.
Uncollected Taxes as of Jan. 1, 1960:
Property $31,523 05
Poll ' 364 00
Yield 556 25
$32,443 30
Added Poll Tax 2 00
Interest Collected 789 90











Poll ' 70 00
$115 68
Uncollected:
Poll (Effie Byrne, May Pro\'encher) 4 00
Total Credits $33,235 20
I hereby certify that the above list of uncollected







Uncollected Taxes as of January 1, 1960 $1,190 00
Added Taxes during 1960 5 00







State Head Tax $1,030 00




(EflBe Byrne, May Provcncher, Daniel Strickland)
Total Credits $1,293 50
I hereby certify that the above list of uncollected




SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS
As of December 31, 1960
Dr.
Tax sale account of levies of:
1959 1958 1957
& prior
Taxes Sold Town 1960 $3,988.84
Balance unredeemed taxes
January 1, 1960 $920.27 $918.26
Interest Collected 15.34 44.19 17.05
Total Debits $4,004.18 $964.46 $935.31
Cr.
Remitted to Treasurer $1,413.67 $582.06 $105.01
Remitted to Gauvin,
Jr. on redemption 64.24
Unredeemed 2,543.84 338.21 682.32
Deeded to Town 31.33 66.69
Interest Remitted 15.34 44.19 17.05
Total Credits $4,004.18 $964.46 $935.31
29
TOWN TREASURER'S REPORT - 1960
Cash on Hand, January 1, 1960 $ 15,178 35
Received from:
Barbara H. Landry, Tax Collector 231,084 94
Catherine A. Kruger, Town Clerk
Auto Permit Fees $ 15,044 85
Dog Licenses 845 45
15,890 30
Clarence H. Hagar, Sexton
Sale of Lots 425 00
Gifts — Perpetual Care:
Charles R. lies
Mrs. Myrtie Crooker Estate
Mrs. Carl E. Peterson
Brown — Hyde









Trustees of Trust Funds:
Fiske Highway Fund
Additional Cemetery Care




Investigation — Fire Prevention
Bounties




Oliver Merrill 75 00
Walter Wiggin 264 00
Credit Grader Fund:
State of New Hampshire 1,330 00




Rent Tar Kettle 15 48
Total Receipts $277,288 00
On hand January 1, 1960 15,178 35
Total $292,466 35
Less Selectmen's orders 277,573 24
Balance - December 31, 1960 $ 14,893 11
32




Selectmen (3) $1050 00
Tax Collector 650 00
Treasurer and Clerk 400 00
Trustee of Trust Fund 75 00



















Salaries, Justices and Clerk $200 00




and repairs $1,045 38
Insurance 479 94






Payments to officers $1,045 42
Supplies and equipment 641 66
Insurance 35 35
$1,722 43
Fire Department (including Hydrant Rental)
Appropriation $5,800.00
Expended:
Repairs and supplies $2,647 17
Insurance 704 73
Fire Station heat, light & tel. 905 96
Fire bills 897 63





Pruning and spraying $989 00
Removal of trees and brush 806 80






























Groceries and rent $771 01













Souhegan Nursing Association $200 00
Damages and Legal Expense
Appropriation .$250.00
Expended:








Souhegan National Bank $7,000 00
Taxes Bought By Town
Expended:
Tax Collector $3,988 84
Abatements
Expended S287 50
Trustees of Trust Funds
Expended:
Paid to Trustees $4,205 00
Bounties




County of Hillsborough $18,459 44
Yield Tax
Expended:
State of New Hampshire $344 63
Head Tax
Expended:
State of New Hampshire $5,042 14
36
Interest on Long Term Notes
Appropriation $750.00
Expended:




Amherst Village District $4,490 80
Article 7 of 1959. Paint and Repair Fence
Expended:
Labor and paint $200 00
Supplies and welding 43 40
$243 40
Article 8 of 1959. Renovation of Town Hall
Appropriation $1,000.00
Expended:
Repairs to porch $29 72




Balance of Appropriation $14,570 64





Supplies, sound, signs, stamps.
Public Service, chairs $ 184 95
Police 305 80
For floats 70 00
Barbecue & Meals for guests 782 00






badges, armbands 1,945 83
$3,694 57
Article 10. New Mower
Expended:





October 24 $1,013 35






Social Security to State $234 32
Catherine Kruger, handling fee 50 00
$284 32
Article 21.
Appropriation $500.00 — For Courtroom
Expended:
Refinishing table $125 00
Judge's desk (Green) " 50 00
CoN'ering for lights (Eastman) 88 78
Lighting in Courtroom (Parker) 295 76
$559 54
Article 22.
Appropriation $500.00 — For tires & o\ erhead doors
Expended:
May 27:





REPORT OF HIGHWAY AGENT
The following is a summarized report of this De-
partment's activities during the past year.
1.) Winter Maintenance $14,256.81. Your High-
way Department experienced an average winter from
January 1, 1960 to April 1, 1960. During the month
of December we were hit with severe ice conditions
making it necessary to salt and sand all roads many
times. Because of this we're faced with pavrolls total-
ing $3,493.79 for the month of December. These ad-
verse conditions also required the use of 41 tons of
salt in this thirty day period.
A breakdown of Winter Maintenance expenses are:
labor — 17 men, 1 foreman, $3,646.63; hired equip-
ment — 8 trucks, 3 tractors, 1 loader, $4,983.20; salt and
sand — $2,071.76; repairs and supplies — 83,555.22.
(2.) Summer Maintenance 89,500.30. This pro-
gram included grading 34 gravel roads several times,
cutting back shoulders, spot graveling, replacing cul-
verts, setting posts and signs. Also included in this
program is the maintenance of shoulders on all our
black roads and cutting brush on all roads. We were
again able to use tractors to cut the majority of the
brush. The cost of this program was: brush — $1,862.26;
cuherts - $1,777.20; gravel - $752.29; grading and all
other work — $5,108.55.
(3.) Oiling $9,015.91. Under this program approxi-
mately 14 miles of road were surface treated at a cost
of $5,983.86. Also included is the patching of approxi-
mately 39 miles of road and the sweeping and prepara-
tion of the roads to be oiled at a cost of $3,032.05.
(4.) T. R. A. Program. Work was continued on the
four year program now in effect. This program in-
cluded work on the Brook Road .5 mile, Hubbard's
Road .75 mile, North Street .5 mile, John Shell's Road
.75 mile, Old Milford Road .35 mile, Roy Davis' Road
.3 mile. Money spent on these roads in 1960 totaled
39
$9,970.80. This work will continue in 1961 with all
roads to receix e the full 12-inch cover of gravel. The
1962 program calls for completion of these roads with
a black top mix.
(5.) Article Six of the 1960 Warrant. The money
for this article was s])cnt relocating 800 feet of road at
the entrance to Baboosic Lake. The w^ork included re-
locating the road, installation of one culvert, graxel at
a cost of $1,038.78. Early in the spring this road is to
be blacked.
Again we were a])le to rent the grader at various
times during the year. Besides the purchase of tires
and a snow plow a profit of -$1,405.00 was added to the

















Repairs and supplies $ 52 23
Labor 600 85





Insurance on men & grader S439 65
Signs, tools & supplies 344 59
Oiling
Appropriation $9,000.00
Credit: Town of Hollis, N. H.
(Use of tar kettle) $15 48
$784 24
Materials
Oliver F. Merrill 84 50
Horace Greeley Restaurant 19 50
$10,071 50
Hired equipment $4,983 20
Labor 3,646 63
Salt, sand & repairs 5,626 98
$14,256 81
REPORT OF POLICE CHIEF
Fatality by fire 1
Arrests, including drunkeness, illegal possession by




Warnings, including D. E. tags, Juvenile, returning
'children home 72
Attended Civil Defense meeting and air raid test 2
Aid to various departments 23
Town Hall affairs requiring police 10
Dances and record hops at Baboosic Lake 39
Complaints of various nature, disturbances, prow-
lers, breaking and entering, etc. 88
Traffic duty, lake area, Sundays & holidays 250 hours
Memorial Day, Fourth of Julv, Labor Day and
Hallowe'en 53 hours
Fire Duty, including time spent with Fire
Marshal's Department 6 hours
Bicentennial Police Dutv 188 hours
Emergency Messages delivered 6
Motor Vehicle accidents 26
42
Dog complaints, such as stray dogs, dogs disposed
of by police, SPCA or Animal Rescue League,
dog damage, dog bite, dog chasing deer, etc. 37
This department has been called for assistance of
many types during 1960 and has rendered aid at sev-
eral fires in adjoining towns doing traffic work and
assisting. Our department wishes to extend thanks to
State Police Lieut. Conti, Corporal McBain, Troopers
Trentini, Facteau and others, Alotor Vehicle Inspector
Landry, Liquor Inspector Bozak, Chief Rockwell and
members of the Milford Police Department for their
cooperation and assistance during 1960.
Our traffic problems are increasing and among them
is the Satellite Tracking Station recently put into opera-
tion, but it is our hope that through continuing efforts
by this department in cooperation with the State Police
and personnel at the site that this problem mav be-
come less troublesome. It has been noticed by our
department that more people are enjoying Baboosic
Lake than ever before, for its many recreational facili-
ties. Fire extinguishers were put in two officers' cars
this year through their purchase as surplus items, and
it is hoped each man will have one available this year.
It has become necessary through F. C. C. regulations
that our radios be replaced. To comply therefore, one
unit has been purchased during 1960 and it will re-
quire one more in 1961. In replacing the chief's set it
will enable him to use the receiver unit at home, there-
by saving about $60, also giving better coverage. I
wish to thank the members of the Amherst Police De-
partment for their cooperation in helping to keep Am-
herst free of any Motor Vehicle fatality in 1960, and
may we count on all motor vehicle operators to help
again this year. Obey all traffic Rules and Regulations





AMHERST FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT - 1960
There were 34 alarms of which 15 were still alarms.
3 Building fires
7 Grass and brush fires
4 Dump fires
1 Chimney fire




The Lawrence Engine Company adopted a new
set of by-laws and by so doing is now known as the
Amherst Fire Department. Instead of having one com-
pany as before, there are now three engine companies
under one department. Each company has a captain
and a lieutenant, who are responsible to the firewards.
The members of the department purchased a new
portable pump for $525 from funds raised by the mem-
bers themselves. This has been a valuable addition to
the department, without any added expense to the
taxpayers.
GORDON P. BOWLER,
Chief, Amherst Fire Dept.
Prevention Is Your Business
Carelessness, human carelessness, causes 9 out of 10
forest fires. Each year 200,000 fires burn over 30 mil-
lion acres in the United States. This represents 5 per
cent of our nation's woodlands being wasted each year.
Every fire takes its toll. Floods follow; stream flow is
affected; timber, buildings, grazing and wildlife are
destroyed - all because iVIANY are CARELESS with
fire in and near woodland. This can be remedied. YOU
can put an end to this shameful waste! PREVENTION
is YOUR business!
YOU, whether YOU be a farmer, homemaker, busi-
ness or professional man or woman, municipal, state or
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federal official, clerk or woodsman can play an impor-
tant part in the continuing and vital prevention pro-
gram.
First — by setting a good example YOURSELF —
being sensible and complying with the necessary laws
and regulations governing the use of fire in and near
woodlands.
Second — by using YOUR individual influence in
your community and valued counsel with others in in-
sisting and encouraging them to do likewise.
The following simple rules may be used as a guide
both for YOU and for them:
1. Before burning, secure a permit from your local
forest fire warden — the law requires it.
2. Be sure to properly supervise your burning —
don't leave it.
3. Make certain your fire, camp or debris, is DEAD
OUT before leaving it.
4. Don't throw down lighted matches, cigars and
cigarettes or from moving vehicles — make sure
they are out — use your ash tray.
5. Don't burn at home — use your town dump and
save yourself much possible difficulty, both per-
sonal and financial.
Number of local fires 6
Number of acres burned 1






The voters of Amherst elected me Sexton of the
cemeteries 28 years ago. It was a very trying time with
no work caused by the Depression, so I was very grate-
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ful for the office. I feel that time has made it impossible
for me to continue as Sexton.
In those years many improvements haxe been made.
The Soldiers' Monument was put on a new foundation
and the grounds graded and shrubs set out. All over
the cemetery the foot stones were removed for better
appearance. A new Second World War Memorial was
created with gifts from Medlyn Monument Company,
Grange, Men's Club, Sunday Schools and Allen How-
ard. A cement monument was made for Ponemah Cem-
etery to denote a cemetery. About sixty old lots in
Meadow View were made over and turfed. The Chest-
nut Hill Cemetery, with the aid of Hermon Anderson
and his boys, was completely made over and is being
mowed with lawn mowers. The bottom of Meadow
View Cemetery has been filled, readv for use, with the
aid of Road Agent Crocker. (The latter was a special
appropriation.) And many other improvements.
Between Memorial Day cleaning and the cleaning
again in June for the 200th Anniversary, with rains all
summer and finishing the grading at Chestnut Hill
Cemetery, it was impossible to keep within the budget.
Your Sexton stated at the 1960 Town Meeting he
thought he could put in the addition to Meadow View
Cemetery with fill for 60 lots for $1,500. There is a
little more to be done, but there are 64 lots readv for
use. With an additional $300 it could be made 72 lots
on this particular project that is started. This makes
100 percent on your investment.
Following up this project the lower part can be
filled and will make about 50 more lots with an ex-
pense of about $2,000. Your investment will pay for
itself.
There were 11 burials; 7 from out of town and four
from town.




REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
For the Year Ending December 31, 1960




Dividends and interest received in 1960
Expenditures in 1960





On hand Jan. 1, '60: Manchester Savings Bank $3,696 74
Deposit in 1960 1405 00
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TREE COMMITTEE REPORT
Although the Dutch Elm Disease attacked about
the same number of Elms as in previous years, it is
noteworthy that onlv two were large trees in the cen-
ter of the village.
We hope that the systematic Dormant and Cover
Sprays each spring, with constant pruning of dead
wood for almost ten years was a factor in this decrease.
Replanting continues as the kev — aheadv Nhiples
set out in the earlv '50's are becoming sizeable. This
past year a planting program on tlie Main Street Creen
was started.
We again urge all property owners to continue
their private Dormant and Cover Sprays in conjunc-





ROBERT W. SEAMANS, Chr.
Januarv 15, 1961
REPORT OF THE AMHERST PLANNING BOARD
Your Planning Board, reformed -following the recessed
March 1960 Town Meeting for the purpose of studying pro-
posed Zoning Changes and reporting in April of 1960, has
been very active during the past year.
At this writing, eight meetings have been held and prior
to the Town Meeting, a public hearing on the Articles which
pertain to Zoning changes will have been held.
In our deliberations, we have found ourselves in a quandary
as to the actual facts as to "Where is Amherst now?", "What
is desired for her future?", and "How can we of the Planning
Board make suitable recommendations for the action of the
Town which will permit a future healthy and orderly growth
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for our community?" We live in a period of change, of move-
ment of peoples, of increasing population, of new modes of
living. Amherst must face up to these conditions and realize
that we must be prepared. This can be done only through a
sound program of Planning — planning today for tomorrow's
conditions.
At one of our meetings, we met with Miss Mary Louise
Hancock, Planning Director of the State Planning and Devel-
opment Commission. As a result of this very worthwhile
meeting and other studies, we were exposed to the Urban
Planning Assistance Program and have become convinced with
the desirability of entering into this program. We ask your
favorable consideration of Article 16 which asks for an expendi-
ture of $1500 as the Town's share of a $4000 land use study
report. This study and the resultant findings, maps, and
recommendations will, we are sure, serve the Town well in
showing where we are, where we are going, and how we can
best get there in an orderly and sound fashion.
We offer here now our comments on certain of the War-
rant's articles:
ARTICLE 22
This establishes a new zone within our Zoning Ordinance
to meet the specific needs of the summer recreational area
about Baboosic Lake. The provisions are those resulting from




The present Planning Board exists by virtue of a Warrant
Article passed in March of 1958. It is the feeling of your
present Planning Board that we should be legally established
within the authority granted by the General Court. To that
end this Article is presented.
Passage is recommended.
ARTICLE 15
The printing of the Zoning Ordinance, the publication of
advertisements of hearings, and other similar expenditures have
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been assumed by the Towai Officers. We feel that the Planning
Board should be alloted a specific sum of money with which
to pursue its duties, therefore this Article.
Passage is recommended.
ARTICLE 18
We beheve it the intent of the Town to have had these
provisions, which apply elsewhere in the Town, apply to the
Roadside District but in the past was inadvertently overlooked.
Passage is recommended.
ARTICLE 21
The present wording of our regulations pertaining to "signs"
in the Zoning Ordinance permits a person or persons to erect
upon land owned but not occupied by them a sign advertising
a product or profession located elsewhere, even out of towii




Under present conditions, a taxpayer or group of taxpayers
wishing to have a road accepted by the town must submit the
proposal to the will of a Town Meeting and as passed in
March 1959 such road must be constructed to specifications
acceptable to the Road agent and have a minimum width of
45 feet.
The purpose of this article is to grant to the Board of
Selectmen the authority to accept roads meeting specific speci-
fications of a Road Ordinance without the necessity of waiting
for an Annual Town Meeting or the calling of a Special Meet-
ing.
Roads not meeting the specifications of the Ordinance may
still be submitted and accepted or rejected as the will of the
voters direct.
This article is the result of two meetings with our Road
Agent, one of which was an open meeting attended by a
group of interested citizens, and the result of consultation




A minor self explanatory Zoning Change.
Passage is recommended.
ARTICLE 16









Planning Board of Amherst
Allen Howard, ex-officio
Forrest Jasper, in absentia
REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL
OF ZONING ORDINANCE AND BUILDING
REGULATIONS
During the year of 1960, there were 79 apphcations
for the erection or alteration of buildings and erection
of signs within the town covered by the Zoning Ordi-
nance and Building Regulations on which permits were
issued as follows:
Dwelling Houses 33












We request an appropriation for 1961 of $2,600,
an increase of $100 over the $2,500 requested for 1960.
We ha\'e increased the amount asked for books by
$50, from $900 to $950, and the balance of the increase
of $100 is for an adjustment of the salary of an Assistant
Librarian. Our budget for 1961 is estimated:
Income
Appropriation $2,600 00
Trust Funds 450 00
Miscellaneous, gifts, lines 150 00
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE
AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
In compliance with New Hampshire Revised Sta-
tutes Annotated (202:10 and 202:11) we give om- annual
report of the trustees:
Financial Report — The report of our treasurer on
the general operating account and on the Mary B.
Upham Fund is appended hereto.
Building and Grounds — These are considered to he
in good condition.
Evening Hours — During 1960 while the schools
were in session, the library has been kept open on Mon-
day evenings in addition to the usual Friday evenings.
This was undertaken on a trial basis and as it has proved
to fill a need, it is proposed to continue. These sessions
are in addition to the regular afternoon sessions on
Tuesdays and Fridays.
Gifts — The trustees acknowledge with thanks a fur-
ther gift from Mrs. Frederick W. Mosher of $500. This
has been placed with the Trustees of Trust Funds, the
income to be credited to the library annually.





HENRY F. MERRILL, Secretarv
AMHERST TOWN LIBRARY
Librarian's Report
In the past year of 1960 there have been many
changes, new activities and additional hours in your
librarv.
In Januarv an increase in library hours was voted
by the trustees. The additional hours, Monday evening
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7 to 9, were on a trial basis for the remainder of the
school year, thus providing the students with reference
material which cannot be loaned out. This arrangement
has proved very satisfactory and was continued again
with the opening of school in September.
We wish to thank Mr. Childs, the art instructor,
for his help in making our library most attractive with
the interestinji art work created bv his students.
In June our town celebrated its 200th anniversary.
The library played a very important part in this ob-
servance. With the articles of historical interest on dis-
play, many out-of-town people took this opportunity
to visit the library and note with interest the many
changes which have taken place in the past years.
The summer reading contest was again held with
16 children participating. At the close of the contest,
a party was held on the back lawn of the librar> . The
winners were announced and prizes awarded.
Another new feature of the library has been the
borrowing of reproductions of famous paintings from
the Peterboro Library. These have drawn many com-
ments and also enhance the attractiveness of our rooms.
Our recent new venture of interest is our record
collection. It is very modest at this time, but we hope
to increase the number as the interest continues to
grow. Many of these records have been given by people
from Amherst and Milford. They'are on the same ren-
tal basis as two-week books.
We wish to thank the following people for their
gifts of money, books, magazines and records:
Mrs. Frederick Mosher, Mr. Ernest L. W^uren, Miss
Bertha Rogers, Mr. Frank Whaland of the Archie Slaws-
by Agency, Mr. Creelev S. Buchanan, Mrs. Richard
Wilcox, Mr. and Mrs. Philip B. Holmes, Mrs. Carroll
Chase, Mr. Shirley Carr, Mr. Frederick Gavin, Mrs.
Barbara Landry, Mr. Orson Bragdon, Mr. Edward Ear-
ner Sr., Mr. George Harding, Mr. James Wanless, Miss
Honora Spalding, Mr. Richard xNlesle, Mrs. Margaret
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Seamans, Mrs. Catherine Kruger, Miss Margaret Moser,
Mrs. Meric Arnold and Mr. Elmer Peacock.






Total number added 350
Circulation figures for the year are as follows:
Adult fiction 4975 juvenile fiction 5461





There were also 821 books borrowed from the State
Bookmobile.
It was with regret that the board accepted the
resignations of Mr. Cleaveland Campbell and Mrs.
Margaret Seamans, who had so willingly served for
many years. Mr. B. j. Bund\ and Mrs. Harriet Mitiguy
were appointed to ser\e in tlieir place.
As your library continues to grow we must ]wc\y
in mind the thought and planning that goes into its
operation, especiallv the re.sponsi]:)ility of purchasing
books. This is, in fact, a librarian's and trustee's most
important and most responsible task. Each year there
are over 12,000 books published. How to decide whicli
shall be purchased in order to provide a well-balanced








January 1, I960, cash on hand $ 347 24
Appropriation 2500 00
Trust Funds — 1959 additional income 192 52
Trust Funds - part of 1960 income 215 00
Misc., gifts, fines & sales of books 151 20
$3,405 96
DISBURSEMENTS
Books $ 829 17
Magazines 99 45
Librarians' Salaries 1,204 75
Janitor's Salary 156 53




December 31, 1960, cash on hand 472 56
$3,405 96
Mary B. Upham Fund
RECEIPTS
January 1, 1960, cash on hand $754 72









REPORT OF THE JUSTICES
OF THE AMHERST xMUNICIPAL COURT
The business of the Court for the past year fol-
lowed the general trend throughout the state in that
it greatly increased in volume. As the financial report
of the Court's business shows, a sizeable sum of money
was paid to the State and to the Town as a result of
fines levied bv the Court. During 1960, regular ses-
sions were held weekly with an average case load of
fixe cases per session. While the main business of the
Court involved motor vehicle offenses, juvenile mat-
ters increased in number proportionately.
During the past year, the Justice and Associate Jus-
tice have contributed their efforts to improving the
physical facilities of the Court room and Selectmen's
Office. A bench was built for the Court by John Greene
and this contributes greatly to the creation of a proper
atmosphere for the business of the Court. Adequate
lighting was installed bv the Selectmen, so that the
Court can now see the respondents before it. Further
improvements in the Selectmen's room are contem-
plated, and these too will be of benefit to the Court
and to the town offices, since the facilities are used
bv everyone. None of the improxements made thus
far and none of the contemplated improvements are
for the sole use of the Court; all of them are for the
general benefit of the town officers and citizens who
have business with either the Selectmen or the Court.
Respectfully submitted,
CHARLES J. LINCOLN, Justice,




Balance on liand Januan' 1, 1960 $ 00





Entry fee Supreme Court
Supplies





AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT WARRANT
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Amherst in the
County of Hillsborough in said State, qualified
to vote in District Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said Amherst on Friday, the 17th of March next, at
eight o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the follow-
ing subjects:
1. To choose all necessary District Officers for the
ensuing year.
2. To raise such sums of monev as may be neces-
sary to defray town charges for the ensuing year and
make appropriations of the same.
3. To see if the District will pay $187.18 for a
fire hydrant installed in the extension to the District
voted to be accepted in March 1960. To be paid for
at the time of approved installation.
4. To see if the District will vote to re-insert in the
Rules and Regulations of the District adopted 1959 the
following:
(d) If additional hydrants are deemed ne-
cessary bv the Commissioners on an extension,
the cost of the hydrants will be borne by the
District.
5. To transact any other business which may legal-
ly come before said meeting.
Given under our hand and seal this 17th day of





Commissioners of the Amherst Village District.




Commissioners of the Amherst Village District.
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AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT
Your Commissioners are pleased to report that the
District is now providing water to 162 users. Repay-
ment of another $6,000 in principal lias reduced Dis-
trict indebtedness to $107,000. In addition, adequate
reserves are being systematically built up to provide
for regular painting of the standpipe and other major
maintenance.
During 1960 the District was extended to include
Oak Hill. Water mains have been laid bv the developer
with formal acceptance bv the District expected in the
Spring of 1961.
Installation of a fire alarm box has been completed
and it is anticipated that a hydrant will be installed
with the advent of warm weather.
The Commissioners wish to take this opportunitv
to express their appreciation to Edward Marchildon
and Randolph Kruger for their services in operating






AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT BALANCE SHEET
December 31, 1960
Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1960 $ 3,419 01
Accounts Receivable, including
December 31 bills ^ 2,534 04
Total Current Assets $ 5,953 05
Water System:
Land and Buildings $ 679 60
Wells, pumps, mains, etc. 150,252 71
Fire Alarm System 6,700 00
157,632 31
Liabilities
Bonds Payable $107,000 00





We have examined the foregoing accounts and find





AMHERST VILLAGE DISTRICT BUDGET
Estimates of receipts and expenditures for the ensuing year
January 1, 1961 to December 31, 1961
compared to
Estimated and actual receipts and expenditures of the previous




Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1960 $ 363.27 $ 363.27 $ 419.01
Reserve 2,000.00 2,000.00 3,000.00
Total $ 2,363.27 $ 2,363.27 $ 3,419.01
Income water service
prior year (4th quarter $ 2,559.20 $ 2,559.20 $ 2,534.04
Income water service
current year (1st 3 quarters) 3,000.00 3,441.35 3,000.00
Total income water service $ 5,559.20 $ 6,000.55 $ 5,534.04
Hydrant rental $ 1,365.00 $ 1,365.00 $ 1,430.00
Precinct tax 4,490.80 4,490.80 *4,963.14
Total receipts
h-





Dignitaries: Orson H. Bragdon, representatives to the General Court;
Meric G. Arnold, Chairman; G. Winthrop Brown, committee member;
Chester Wiggin, representing Senator Styles Bridges.
REPORT OF THE
BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION COMMITTEE
The bicentennial celebration -was held on Satmday,
June 25 and Sunday, June 26, 1960. It started with a
colorful parade on Saturday at 10:30 — on time — and
included about 18 antique autos, 3 bands, some 30
floats and specialties. Our Senior Citizens, a Red Cross
car, 4-H Trail Blazers riding 14 horses, modern fire
equipment from Amherst, Hollis and Merrimack, Judge
Lincoln's old "Fox," the Milford hand tub, "Neptune,"
2 old hand tubs from New Boston, our old "Yankee" and
"Lawrence" hand tubs, a string of ponies and a circus
cage full of monkeys. The parade marshals kept things
moving smoothly for almost an hour's viewing by an
estimated crowd of more than 3,000 spectators.
The commemorative exercises took place immedi-
ately after the parade on a specially built reviewing
Harold L. Aldrich Edwin F. "Ned" Locke in charge of
the historical exhibits
stand, trimmed with bunting and equipped with a
pubhc addi-ess system, and located on the Congrega-
tional church Parish House lawn, facing the common.
The invocation was given by the Rev. Paul Trudinger
of the Congregational church, and the benediction by
Mr. Joseph Eaton of the Baptist church. Mrs. Asbury
Dunn, representing the selectmen of Amherst, Mass.,
presented a scroll of congratulations from her tov^nn.
This was accepted by Selectman Hermon W. Anderson
on behalf of our town. Those who spoke were Mr.
Meric G. Arnold, Mr. G. Winthrop Brown, Mr. William
Rotch, the Honorable Perkins Bass, Mr. Chester Wiggin,
representing Senator Styles Bridges, and Dr. Frank G.
Pettengill of New York City, whose father practiced
medicine here some 50 years ago, gave a most interest-
ing and informative account of "Life in Amherst as a
Boy." The 38-piece Mitchell Field Air Force Band,




Fircfigliter, olden dijlel Tlie Yankee hand-tub
Age and dignity in the parade
A luncheon in the town hall put on by the Souhegan
Grange and a chicken barbecue on the Congregational
church lawn were served at noon. About 750 visitors
came to see 7 of our lovely old homes which were
opened to the public, as well as the towTi hall, the
library, the fire station, our 2 schools and our 2 churches.
There were "snack bars" at the Brick school yard, the
fire house and on the porch of the Parish house.
A very popular exhibit was the "Museum" in Miss
Honora Spalding's barn. Many townspeople brought
valuable collections of old guns, bottles, milk glass,
Horace Greeley mementoes, old furnishings, utensils,
and costumes. An old kitchen was set up and furnished
with an old cupboard, table, chairs, lamps, dishes, pew-
ter and an old cook stove made in Amherst's foundry
in 1858.
A reunion and picnic for the alumni of Amherst's
high school was held on the common. And pony rides
were made available for the children.
The Hollis band played selections from the review-
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Amherst's Brick School: popular float and historic sul)jcct
Amherst's "police cruiser:" Harold Aldrich and his Model T
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Observing the Bicentennial Dr. Frank Pettingill gives the principal
address
ing stand throughout the afternoon. At least 1,400
people attended the Arts and Crafts exhibit in the
Parish house, where there was a showing of about 62
paintings by local artists, both professional and ama-
teur, crafts by 20 persons and photographs in both
black and white and colors by 6 exhibitors.
Tea was served to more than 100 guests by the
Woman's Association in the Congregational church ves-
try on Saturday afternoon. And the Rev. George Sweet-
ing, an evangelist and chalk artist, known nationally
as the "Palette Preacher," presented 4 of his illustrated
sermons — 3 at the Baptist church and 1 at the Con-
gregational church. Mr. Harold De Cou, organist and
pianist, accompanied the Rev. Sweeting in his pre-
sentations.
A supper in the town hall was put on by the 2
churches and was well attended. There followed a
street dance, sponsored by the Ski Club, and held in
front of the Parish house. People of all ages gathered
in the beautifully lighted and decorated area to dance
to recorded music. And at the town hall many came to
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Tlie Lawrence" hand-tub
enjoy the showing of colored shdes loaned by local
camera enthusiasts.
On Sunday there were special services held in our
2 churches. Many parishioners attended the Congre-
gational church in old costumes and welcomed Dr.
Maurice E. Barrett, Minister Emeritus, who assisted
the Rev. Paul Trudinger. A group of Masons from
Benevolent Lodge No. 7, A.F. & A. M., the third oldest
Masonic lodge in New Hampshire, attended the Baptist
church as special guests.
Sunday afternoon there was a continuation of the
Arts and Crafts exhibit, the "Museum" and the opened
houses and public buildings.
A commemorative booklet of 37 pages, with a his-
tory of Amherst from 1733 to 1960 and many pictures,
was printed and sold at $1.00 each. Also printed was
a bicentennial program which gave a complete list of
all events during the 2-day celebration, the comemora-
tive exercises in detail, a description of each of the 7
houses that were opened, and a list of all committees.
n
Costumes added much to the atmosphere of the celebration
These programs were included with the booklets and
also given to those purchasing tickets to the opened
houses. The tickets, which sold for $2.00 for admission
to all 7 houses, included a map of the town with the
locations of the opened houses indicated by numbers.
Numbers were also placed in front of the houses to cor-
respond with the numbers on the ticket maps. Formal
invitations were printed and sent out to all our special
guests. And luncheon tickets were made up to give
to 132 of our specially invited guests who had luncheon
in the town hall at our expense. Commemorative bad-
ges made up with Amherst's seal on a button fastened
to a blue ribbon stamped in gold, were sold by the
hundreds before, during and after the celebration at
25 cents apiece.
At town meeting on March 7, 1960 the town ap-
propriated $1,000.00 to be used for expenses incurred
in arranging this celebration. Gifts, sales and paid ad-
missions during the 2 days brought the total income
to $3,996.38. The expenses for the special Post OflBce
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cancellation stamp, printing, insurance, postage, pub-
lic address system, electricity, bunting, photographs,
one band, badges, meals, float awards, rental of tables
and chairs, signs, supplies, and police services, came
to $3,694.57, leaving a balance of $301.81, which was
turned back to the town.
With good weather, much enthusiasm by our visi-
tors, cooperation from our townspeople and much hard









HAROLD H. WILKINS, SR.,
The Bicentennial Committee.
All Bicentennial photos in this report were taken by
M. Arnold Wight, Jr. except the picture of Chairman




It has been suggested that the Selectmen write a
narrative report tliis year. This will be brief and will
not touch on subjects covered by other departments.
Celebration of the 200th Anniversary was the most
exciting event of the year. It took place on June 25-26
with Meric Arnold as Chairman. I believe Selectmen
and citizens alike feel that he did a most magnificent
job of making the celebration one of which Amherst
should be proud and will be remembered for years to
come.
The town hall is used almost constantly by various
organizations, and with the exception of the Grange
and School, contributing little or nothing to help in the
maintenance. This expense increases yearly because of
the hard use it receives. It is hoped that people and
organizations who use it will try to have activities prop-
erly supervised and will cooperate with our janitor
in trying to keep it neat.
Courtroom improvements consisted of new lighting
system, judge's bench and the refinishing of the Select-
men's table. This year if the money is raised, the work
will continue with the addition of new chairs, a State
flag and possibly a new table for the Clerk,
It is hoped that the balance of money left from
Article 8 of 1958 with the addition of $213.10 given by
the Men's Club can be used in the near future for the
purpose of obtaining a new stage curtain and possibly
some renovation of the stage.
There were no large overexpenditures in most de-
partments with the exception of winter maintenance,
which is controlled largely by weather.
The Selectmen have met with various committees
and department heads and feel that our town is being
operated in a manner worthy of praise rather than
criticism.
In closing, the Selectmen wish to thank the Town
Officers and all citizens who have cooperated to make
1960 a successful year.
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Marriages Registered in the Town of Amherst, N. H.
For the Year Ending December 31, 1960
Births Registered in the Town of Amherst, N. H.
For the Year Ending December 31, 1960



















































































































































































































Deaths Registered in the Town of Amherst, N. H.












































































































Man strives for glory, honor, fame,
That all the world may know his name.
Amasses wealthy by brain and hand;
Becomes a power in the land.
But when he nears the end of life
And looks back o'er the years of strife.
He finds that happiness depends
On none of these, but love of friends.
Author unknown.
Brought from Away and Buried in Amherst, N. H.
Date and Place

WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE REPORT
The 1961 Ways and Means Committee has met with
those officers and boards responsible for preparing
budgets which the town and the school district will
consider at the annual meetings. The departments
have performed the usual careful analysis of necessary
expenditures for their respective budgets, so our recom-
mendations involving changes in the budgets as pre-
sented are generally of a minor nature due to prudence
on the part of elected and appointed officials. Changes
in operating procedures have been discussed with de-
partment heads, some of which are included in this
report.
The most constructive part of this report, we hope,
will be in connection with warrant articles. Some of
these, while not involving funds, establish general
policies which could result in future expenditures and
affect the general welfare of the town in other ways.
We thank the officials for their fine cooperation
in making records for the past year available and the




No comment is necessary.
Article 2:
We recommend approval of each item in the Town
Budget except as noted in the following comments:
EXPENSES TOWN HALL: Starting this year the
school district is going to pay their fair share of the
expenses of light, fuel and janitor service.
Non-town agencies and organizations are expected to
pay a fair rental charge.
FIRE DEPARTMENT: We recommend the sum of
$8,375 for this item. This will allow for the purchase
of $1,000 of badly needed new hose, the installation
of a second overhead door, and provision for $1,500
worth of fire bills ( the annual average of recent years )
,
any unexpected balance of which shall remain in the
town treasury.
We further recommend that the fire wards shall take
inventory of their present hose supply, anticipate their
needs for the future, and present a plan to alleviate
their hose deficiency.
In following years we recommend that Hydrant Rental
be listed as a seperate item in the budget.
POLICE DEPARTMENT: The town should be grate-
ful for certain free police service it is now getting.
In future years we may have to increase the police
department services. This year's increase is due to
purchase of new radios.
CARE OF TREES: We recommend that this item
be reduced from $2,200 to $2,000. Future expenses
may be expected to decline as the fine program which
has been carried on gradually catches up with the
tree diseases which have been so prevalent.
TOWN DUMP: The road agent has plans for an en-
largement in the space and operation of the dump.
The $200 increase asked for under this item should
make greater efficiency possible in future dump main-
tenance.
ROADS: The $500 increase in summer maintenance
is due mostly to increased general costs.
LIBRARY: The hbrary has long operated on a fiscal
year of March to March. We have recommended this
be changed next year to the calendar year to coincide
with the rest of the town's accounting. We recom-
mend appropriating $2,200 this year to cover expenses
from now to December 3Ist. Next year we would ex-
pect a budget approximating the $2,600 requested for
this year which includes a small increase in the assistant
librarian's salary.
SOCIAL SECURITY: This increase from last year's
expenditure is because last year's coverage was only
a portion of a year.
TOWN POOR AND OLD AGE ASSISTANCE: Addi-
tional cases are present this year which must be taken
care of.
COURT ROOM IMPROVEMENT: We disapprove
this item in the budget as this expenditure is considered






We recommend that no money be raised or ap-
propriated for this purpose.
Article 6:
We recommend approval based on the under-
standing that this year the money will be spent on
replacing defective culverts. There are so many worth-
while road improvement projects facing the Road
Agent that it is difficult to know where to begin. The
program referred to in the Article gained its initial
acceptance in 1956 when an attack was made on the
problem of replacing small stone drainage culverts,
built in the days of light vehicles and infrequent use
which are collapsing under the loads of modern traf-
fic. In subsequent years this money has been directed
to other projects as dictated by pressing needs. The
culvert problem looms large, however, and this year's
appropriation will cover only a fraction of the work
which eventually must be done. Because this problem
is town-wide, we think it is the best choice this year
for these funds.
Article 7:
We recommend disapproval. Lots available from
last year's filling operation, using funds appropriated
under Article 11 in the 1960 Town Warrant should
satisfy the needs of the to'v^n for about ten years. We
recommend that the Planning Board seek a long range
solution to the town's responsibiUty to provide land
for cemeteries.
Article 8:
Your Committee would like to see the Road Com-
mission or the Planning Board make a comprehensive
study of Baboosic Lake roads in question of town ac-
ceptance. We would expect this study to determine
what roads in this district are now town roads, a
recommendation of those roads that should be offic-
ially accepted in their present condition, and a deter-
mination of the amount of private money that should
be spent on some roads to put them in acceptable
condition.
We, therefore, recommend disapproval of this




We recommend approval. This inventory was last
published in 1953.
Article 11:
We recommend approval. This road was con-
structed under specifications of the road agent and







We recommend appropriating $100 for this Article.
We understand there is $200 available in contributions
which would be enough to complete the renovation
as outlined in last year's Ways and Means Report.
Article 15:
We recommend approval. The Planning Board
has necessary expenditures and as its activities in-
crease, we expect it should have a nominal operating
budget.
Article 16:
We recommend disapproval of this Article. We
feel this money should not be spent at this time as
it seems there has not been enough time to show a
need and usefulness of such a study. No specific
use of the study was indicated when we met with the
Planning Board and results of similar studies of other
small towns were not available.
We feel that in this area of investigation there are
in existence several sources of free information avail-
able such as; aerial photographs, Baboosic Watershed
Study, Souhegan Watershed Study, and State and
Federal soil studies.
Ai'ticle 17:
We recommend approval of this Article. The
Planning Board should have the authority to function
as intended. Its establishment under State Statute
spells out its duties and gives it this authority.
Article 18:
We approve this Article except that we recommend
the words "and the side of any building facing the
front property line shall be parallel thereto" be de-
leted. We feel that architectural requirements often




Your Committee feels that these specifications for
newly constructed roads should be a proper goal for
roads serving a comparatively large number of homes,
possible thru traffic, commercial activity, and loca-
tions posing maintenance problems. However, we
feel that they may be too stringent in instances of
light use. We, therefore, recommend this Article be
approved with the following amendment: "The Sel-
ectmen also be empowered to accept a road built
to lesser specifications if in the opinion of the Road
Agent, the Road Commission and the Selectmen, it
is built adequately for its expected use".
We feel it is better to rely upon the judgment
of a group of qualified men than to attempt to write
a series of specifications that would cover all needs.
Article 21:
We recommend disapproval of this Article. We
feel the present Zoning Ordinance concerning signs
is adequate. It is our thinking that the possibility of
out of town commercial interests buying land for the
erection of only twelve square feet of sign is remote.
The regulation to approve sign erection only upon
the immediate premises of business could work a hard-
ship on local small businesses needing attention drawn
to their place of business which might be off a main
road.
Article 22:
We recommend this Article be approved with the
following amendments: Paragraph b under the new
Section 4 to read as follows; "Signs of the following
nature may be erected within this district; Federal,
Town and State directional and regulatory signs; his-
toric signs; advertising signs as large as twelve square
feet in total relating only to the business or profession
of the owner or tenant of the property upon which
placed. All signs shall be placed in such a manner as
not to obstruct the view of the highway." Also, Para-
graph c under the same Section 4 have the following
words deleted: "and the side of any building facing
the front property line shall be parallel thereto."
Article 23:
We recommend approval. Amherst has a group of
men interested in improving the efficiency of our fire
department through more fire drills and active partic-
ipation in the fire department. The requested salary
increase does little more than reimburse these men
\
for cleaning bills and travel expenses.
Article 24:
We recommend approval. Apparently even after
the insurance committee's investigation of 1952, there
is need of consolidation and reorganization of our
insurance program. A committee with some profes-
sional insurance men on it should be able to make
worthwhile recommendations.
SCHOOL WARRANT
Articles 1 Through 7:
No comment necessary.
Article 8:
We recommend approval of the entire school bud-
get. The following informative comments are offered:
TEACHER'S SALARIES: The decrease here reflects
the decrease in the number of teachers from thirteen
to ten since the Seventh and Eighth grades will be
going to MiKord. An increase in the teachers' base
salary from $3,900 to $4,000 is included in this figure.
This increase seems justified in considering the better
competitive position it gives Amherst in the hiring
of teachers.
BOOKS AND SUPPLIES: This reduction is also
caused by fewer pupils but is not as great as might be
expected because the per pupil cost has been figured
fifty cents higher for each item.
AIDE AND INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: This figure
is composed of $500 for music instruction and $1,458
for teachers' aide.
WATER, LIGHT, CUSTODIAN'S SUPPLIES: The
increase of $300 is due to the selectmen's request that
the School District pay their fair share of the cost
of light and fuel in connection with the Town HaU
Kitchen.
TRANSPORTATION: $2,000 of this increase is for
transporting the 7th and 8th grades to Milford.
Another bus is to be bought and all pupils going to
Milford will leave at one time from the Brick School.
TUITION: This item is made up of 145 pupils in
grades 9 to 12 at $350 each and 93 pupils in grades
7 and 8 at $230 each. Also there is a l^o rental charge
of $3,915.
RETIREMENT: There is a reduction here corres-
ponding to the lower total of teachers' salaries.
IMPROVEMENTS TO BUILDINGS: This item con-
sists of $600 for inside painting, $200 for outside paint-
ing, and $475 for a four foot chain link fence on the
west side of the Brick School.
Article 9:
We recommend approval. We feel the organization
of this class will be a great help not only to the stud-
ents participating but also to the pupils in the regular
classes who will be able to progress at a faster pace.
In another year we will be able to determine how
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AMHERST SCHOOL DISTRICT
School Officers - 1960-61
Mr. James Walker, school board Term expires 1961
Mr. James Enright, school board Term expues 1962
Mrs. Cynthia Lathrop, school board Term expires 1963
Mr. Harold C. Bowley
Miss Mabel I. Connolly
Mrs. Barbara Landry











School Calendar - 1960-61
Begin
Wed., Sept. 7, 1960
Tues., Jan. 3, 1961
Mon., Feb. 27, 1961
Mon., Mav 1, 1961
Close
Wed., Dec. 21, 1960
Fri., Feb. 17, 1961
Fri., April 21, 1961
Approx. June 23, 1961
Holidays:
October 21 — Teachers' Convention
November 24-25, 1960 - Thanksgiving
Schools close at 12:15, November 23, 1960
May 30, 1961 - Memorial Day
School Calendar - 1961-62
Sept. 6 (Wed.) - Dec. 22 (Fri.) 75 days
(Nov. 23, 24)
Jan. 2 (Tues.) - Feb. 16 (Fri.) 34 days
Feb. 26 (Men.) - April 20 (Fri.) 40 days
April 30 (Men.) - Approx. June 19 (Tues.) 36 days
(Memorial Day, May 30)
185 days
Schools close at 12:15 on November 22. Teachers'
Convention, October 20 — schools will close to encour-
age teachers to attend their Convention. The closing
date will be revised as the number of days for conven-
tion, workshop, or bad weather is known. Under any
conditions, schools will close at the end of 180 pupil
days.
WARRANT FOR ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING
The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of
Amherst quahfied to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall
in said district on the 10th day of March 1961, at 3:30
o'clock in the afternoon, to act upon the following sub-
jects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the
School Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compen-
sation of any other oflBcers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Com-
mittees, or Ofiicers chosen, and pass any vote relating
thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors, and Committees in
relation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise
and appropriate for the support of schools, for the sal-
aries of school district officials and agents, and for the
payment of statutory obligations of the district, and to
authorize the application against said appropriation of
such sums as are estimated to be received from the
state foundation aid fund together with other income;
the school board to certify to the selectmen the balance
between the estimated revenue and the appropriation,
which balance is to be raised by taxes by the town.
9. To see if the district will vote to authorize the
School Board to organize a special class for Retarded
Children and to accept tuition pupils from Milford or
other districts at approximately one-half the cost of
said class.
10. To see if the district will vote to authorize the
School Board to make application for and to accept, on
behalf of the district, any or all grants or other funds for
educational purposes which may now or hereafter be
forthcoming from the United States Government or
from the State of New Hampshire, or from any other
source.
11. To see if the district will vote to establish a
School Study Committee of not more than nine nor less
than five citizens to investigate and report upon Am-
herst School needs and solutions, said committee to be
appointed by the Moderator.
Given under our hands at said Amherst this 14th





Warrant opened at 3:30 p. m. for election of officers;
other articles to be voted at 8:00 p. m.
NOTIFICATION OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT, 1960
EXPENDITURES
Current Expenditures $158,399 55
Capital Outlay:
Additions and Improvements 4,800 00
New Equipment 700 00
Debt and Interest 7,089 45
Total Appropriation $170,989 00
TOTAL RECEIPTS
Balance, June 30, 1960 (Est.) $ 8,000 00
State Build. Aid (Est.) 2,490 00
Trust Funds (Est.) 420 00
Tuition (Est.) (Wards) 250 00
Contingency 1,500 00
Assessment required to meet
School District Appropriation 158,329 00
Total Appropriation $170,989 00
I certify that the above is a correct statement of the
obligations authorized, and the amounts to be assessed
to meet statutory requirements and appropriations
made at the annual meeting of the School District of






(For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1959 to June 30, 1960)
CHARLOTTE iM. DREYER, Treasurer,
In account with the School District of Amherst.
Dr.
ANNUAL
NARRATIVE REPORT OF THE SCHOOL BOARD
When faced with the annual task of writing this
report the Board as usual becomes confused as it takes
its backward look at the tremendous, almost over-
whelming, array of events, thoughts, and considera-
tions that contribute to one year's passage in the
Amherst schools. This confusion arises when the effort
is made to select for this report the things which, in
themselves, will give the reader as clear a picture as
possible of what has happened during the preceding
year.
Our program of teacher evaluation is continuing
and improving, thanks to the generous cooperation of
both faculty and administration. The Board feels more
strongly than ever that evaluation can be a valuable
aid to the teachers in improving their work and also to
the Administration and the Board to insure a high cali-
bre of teaching effort and quality.
During the past summer a portion of the funds ap-
propriated by a special warrant article last March for
that purpose was spent to install the automatic oil-fired
steam heat in the Brick School. An oil tank large
enough to hold an entire over-the-road tanker-load of
oil was purchased, resulting in a total saving of between
four and five cents a gallon from the door-to-door tank
wagon price, with which we are all too familiar in this
most severe winter. Oil consumption is gratifyingly
low and at this writing the one tanker-load appears cap-
able of lasting an entire season, which will permit the
district to purchase all the oil for this building at the
summer off-peak price. Considering the age of the
building the heating has been very satisfactory. Also,
elimination of the necessity to hand-fire the old coal
boiler has resulted in a far more productive day for the
custodian, Mr. Byrd. The Board had hoped that the
$4,000.00 appropriation would be large enough to cover
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installation of both the heating plant and a system of
forced ventilation in the already-existing ducts in the
building. Cost estimates on the ventilation contracts
made it obvious that this was impossible without ex-
ceeding the appropriation and therefore the ventila-
tion work was not done.
The other physical improvement to the plant was
the grading and hot-topping of a parking area for
teachers' cars at the Clark School, thus keeping the
driveway free for the use of the school buses.
The Study Committee created at the last school
district meeting has put in a long year and made con-
siderable progress. For a more detailed account of its
activities and recommendations to date, we refer you
to its own report elsewhere in this book. The article
in the warrant with respect to a Study Committee is a
request that the district continue the present commit-
tee until completion of its work in the next six months,
and also it leaves the door open to augment the com-
mittee for the purposes and reasons outlined in the
above-mentioned report.
The only actual changes anticipated in the coming
year are two. The first, which has been accepted by
the district in January, 1961, is the tuitioning of the
7th and 8th grades to Milford for the "next two years.
This is mutually advantageous. It increases Milford's
volume and better utilizes her space, thereby permit-
ting the offering of a better curriculum, and it relieves
the crowding in Amherst and at a cost approximately
the same as if these two grades were kept in Amherst.
The second change, which appears as a special ar-
ticle in the warrant, has to do with the creation of a
class for retarded children. The report of the Helping
Teacher for both last year and this year will give you
the best picture of the reasons for this proposal. The
proposed class would be conducted in and by Am-
herst, because she has the space, and pupils sent from
Milford would come on a tuition basis. The budget
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for this class will be kept separate and any surplus at
the end of the school year would be returned to the two
participating districts on a pro-rata basis. The Board
heartily endorses this class and predicts that its help-
fulness, not only to its own members but to all the
classes in the two districts, will soon cause it to be
oversubscribed. It's hoped that you will find yourselves
in agreement with the Board's position and will ac-
cept this article.
You will note that the proposed budget includes a
sum for the salary of a teacher's aide. Because of the
large size of the incoming first grade, and in order to
relieve the Clark School teachers from a part of the
recess and bus duty, the position of teacher's aide was
created during the early part of this school year. It
has worked very well, and because the situation will be
unchanged in that area another year the Board hopes
to be able to continue to provide for such a person.
The Board feels that during this year a greatly in-
creased number of people in the district have become
aware of the fine work that has been done by our prin-
cipal, Mr. Buck, and that you will concur in the feeling
that the position should be continued.
As many of you are aware, Mr. Bowley's term as
Superintendent of Union No. 40 is at an end as of June
30th, 1961. A new man, Mr. Richard Goodman, will
step into this vital position at that time. On behalf of
the district the Board wishes to thank Mr. Bowley for
his years of conscientious service and to welcome Mr.
Goodman vdth anticipation, to the important role he
must assume in the changing school picture of Union
No. 40.
In closing the School Board wishes to thank sincere-
ly the faculty. Miss Connolly, the art and music super-
visors, the school nurse, the custodian and anv and all
others who have in any way contributed to the con-
tinuing improvement of the Amherst schools.
We trust that you will give the needs and problems
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of the Amherst schools serious consideration, and re-









This is the 44th in the Series, 22 of which have been
mine. This being the last for me, I think back to the
first and quote: "It is my plan to adjust myself to the
organization as I come into it, to suggest changes onh'
as the need arises, or a change will better serve the
pupils in the schools." This philosophy still holds and
the future will show how faithfully it has been followed.
Welfare of pupils is the test of every action.
Duties
With a new Superintendent coming in and the pre-
sent one retiring, I think it pertinent to recall what
School Boards and Superintendents do. Space pre-
vents listing all the activities which they collectively
or individually perform.
A. School Board duties are:
Elect teachers upon nomination by Superin-
tendent and fix salaries and terms of employ-
ment.
Employ janitors and other employees.
Authorize purchases.
Provide suitable school facilities and transpor-
tation.
Prepare budgets and see that proper accounts
are kept.
Hold meetings to transact business.
Determine, upon recommendation of Superin-




Must give his entire time to the position.
Enforces rules, laws, regulations that concern
schools and the welfare of children.
Directs and supervises the work of teachers and
janitors.
Nominates teachers (i.e., he seeks the candi-
dates and asks the School Board to approve
them.)
Selects and purchases books and supplies.
Keeps records and makes reports.
Removes teachers who are immoral or incom-
petent.
Provides substitutes and may secure fuel or
other supplies if the School Board fails.
Admits pupils, assigns them to class, promotes
them and recommends their graduation.
to'
Just a quick glance at the above will show you the
general duties. There are innumerable specifics that
may or may not be covered by the above. Let it be
said that the School Board is intended to be a policy-
making and a legislative body- As such, it must act as
a body with the will of the majority governing its
actions. The Superintendent is the -executive oflScer
and the administrator for these actions, as well as
those prescribed by law or regulation.
In general, let it be said that Education is a state
function as outlined in Article 83 of our Constitution.
The General Court, in turn, has given authority to a
State Board of Education and to local districts to per-
form certain functions with regard to schools. So, in
many respects there is a clear line of responsibility
descending from the state to all its local units, and the
reverse in ascending form.
Teachers
There were three teacher-changes since the last re-
port. Mr. Groves and the School Board could not agree
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upon the terms of a contract so a search for a replace-
ment had to be instituted. After a series of interviews
and conferences, Mr. Chester Buck of Concord, then
Principal at Bow, was chosen for the vacancy. Mr.
Buck has brought many fine ideas and practices to the
school. He has proved to be a "find" in many respects.
Mrs. Knowlton left to join her husband out of state,
and Mrs. Wilcox chose not to continue teaching. For
Grade One, we selected Mrs. Mary S. Deschenes of
Jaffrey. Mrs. Deschenes, a former Amherst girl, and
an experienced teacher in Milford and Jaffrey, had just
finished a resident year at Keene Teachers College for
her degree. For the Grade 3-4 position, Mrs. Ruth
Trundy of Mont Vernon was elected. Mrs. Trundy had
taken special courses in education to prepare her for
this work in Amherst.
Another change in the teaching process occured
this fall. It was decided that the First Grade was too
large for efficient operation with one teacher. So, an
aide — Mrs. Ruth Griffin — was employed to assist the
First Grade in particular, as well as help out in all the
grades at the Clark School. This aide is intended to
relieve the regular teacher of most of the non-teaching
duties she might have to do; thus, giving the teacher
more time to devote to instruction. The aide assists
within the room to see that pupils do their work, to sit
with reading groups, to correct papers, to help put on
or remove outer clothing. The aide also prepares dup-
licated materials and has playground and lunch-time
duties. This Teacher Aide Program is new here, though
used extensively elsewhere, and has proved its worth
in Amherst.
Financial
I go back to 1940 again to review the budget pre-
sented there to find the total as $16,676.14 for some
202 pupils locally. Twentv years later the total is
$152,457.26 for 383 pupils and 107 on tuition. I find
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also that the per pupil Elementary costs for the pre-
vious year were: Amherst $72.63, Brookline $62.09,
Hollis $63.92, iMilford $62.21, and Mont Vernon $106.37
with the State median at $81.07. Today's figures would
read: Amherst $241.33, Brookline '$197.69, Hollis
$231.47, Milford $229.42, and Mont Vernon $213.29
with the state average at $262.00. As was stated in my
first report: "these figures should point to the fact that
your schools have not been conducted at excessive
cost."
The writer is pleased that the special district meet-
ing of January 4, 1961 approved the contract with Mil-
ford to send the 7th and 8th grades there. I have been
around long enough to realize the values inherent in
the larger organization. I have worked in small and
fairly large systems and agree with the Conant re-
port that the minimum for a worthwhile and economic
program involves at least 125 pupils in Grades 7 and
8, and 100 graduates in the Senior High. Without your
7th and 8th combined in Milford, neither Amherst nor
Milford would have met this minimum. Again, the
welfare of youth should be uppermost in our actions
and I believe this step means just that. Whether the
goal is reached by tuition or consolidation, there will
be mutual advantage to the pupils of both Amherst
and Milford. The success of the combination in grades
9-12 only emphasizes why I am so pleased.
Finis
I invite your attention to all the other reports that
are included herewith. They represent work accom-
plished and deserve your consideration.
As I pay my final respects to each and every one of
you, it is with appreciation and gratitude that our re-
lations have been so mutually cordial and cooperative.
As a farewell gesture, I desire to commend all my
friends for their patience and forbearance in my humble
undertakings and to forgive my enemies. I want to
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leave with nothing on my conscience. I know I leave
with much unfinished work. But, so it is with any who
lays down his labors for another to take up. However,
I am still alive and hope to continue a lively interest
in your affairs. I shall think about them often.






REPORT OF OITR HELPING TEACHER
Exceptional Children
An exceptional child is one who for one reason or
another requires special attention in order to main-
tain himself in the educational process. He is one who
differs physically, emotionally, or intellectually from
his classmates and whose needs must be met accord-
ing to these differences. It has been said that the
quality of a school's service to all its pupils is re-
lated to its efforts with the exceptional pupil.
The grouping practices in the schools in Super-
visory Union No, 40 have been an attempt to consider
the individual differences to be found among our chil-
dren. For a majority of them these needs have been
met to a considerable degree. Most of the teachers
realize that mass production mav be desirable in a
factory but is impossible in education. They are con-
cerned with the varving factors of exceptionalitv which
if not considered through special programs prevent
the child from achieving according to his own abilitv.
Although we recognize that individualized instruction
is the best possible way to educate an\' child its cost
in additional teachers would be prohibitive if all chil-
dren were to receive this type of education. Our large
average group seems to be adequately cared for by
our present grouping practices. To a great extent the
fast learninii and the sifted seem to be sustainincr less
and less loss as the teachers are becoming increasingly
aware of their needs and are providinii; enrichment and
acceleration which offer them the challenges they re-
quire. We realize that the problems of motivation,
instruction and guidance may reach a better solution
within the classroom when children are grouped with
others of similar abilities. This has been quite evident
since the inauguration of our present program whch
starts and continues with the premise of a child's readi-
ness for the subject matter and concepts to be acquired.
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In spite of this practice we find a few children who
receive insufficient benefit from it because of the very
nature of their exceptionahty. These are the pupils
who are so outdistanced by the more rapid learners
that they must be given a great deal of individual at-
tention in order to maintain themselves within the
classroom. Their instruction must be individualized.
This involves special teaching techniques, the use of
separate and diff^erent materials, extra help and drill.
This has been proven the best if not the only way to
provide them with an educational opportunity equal
to that of other pupils. Past methods have been in-
adequate and in many instances detrimental. Behavior
problems are engendered when the pupil repeats grade
after grade and finds himself with much younger chil-
dren. Social promotions may help the pupil in one
way but cannot solve the problems created when the
teacher must take time from the rest of the class to
give him as much of her attention as is necessary to
teach him even a minimum of subject matter. Often
he vegetates in one room after another, getting what
little he can but seldom as much as he is mentally able
to acquire. He remains an underachiever. If these
children were together as a group rather than scattered
throughout the several schools within the Union their
needs might be more adequatelv met.
Need for a Program
At the request of the Union School Boards I have
attempted to identify these children and to present an
acceptable program which will ]:)ring together these
children from Amherst, Brookline, Hollis, Milford and
Mont Vernon. Eighty-six children were individually
tested after being selected by teacher recommendation
and information obtained from guidance folders based
upon previous tests. About 45 of these pupils were
considered eligible for special classes and represent
slightly o\'er three percent of the 1,391 children in the
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present Grades One through Six, Considering the vast
amount of individuahzed instruction necessary to teach
these children it is customary to hmit the class size to
about 16. We hope to have two classes based upon
chronological ages and that will be offered the type of
program suitable to each age group. Provision for the
location and costs of maintaining this program are
considered elsewhere in the school report. Each dis-
trict will have an opportunity to participate in this
venture — a program which will at last care for the edu-
cational needs of these children. The costs given are
a maximum with quite favorable prospects of being
reduced. The outlook for legislative action this year is
very encouraging. Financial help from the state may
be forthcoming.
The School Boards and Superintendent of Super-
visorv Union No. 40 are to be commended for their
interest and efforts in behalf of this program to the
end that all children shall have an equal opportunity
for an education. I wish to thank them along with the
principals and teachers, parents and friends who have
made this past school year an educationally profitable






To Superintendent of Schools, Harold C. Bowley, Am-
herst School Board Members and Citizens of Amherst,
New Hampshire:
Schools opened in September, 1960, with 393 chil-
dren. We have 13 full time teachers to work with these
children. Our classes range in size from 17 to 36 stu-
dents. A number of teachers attended summer school
during the past summer. Miss Boutelle, Mrs. Kittredge,
Mr. Kelley and Mr. Childs have been taking exten-
sion courses during the first semester this year, and
quite a number of the teachers plan to take extension
courses during the second semester. Because of the
day and age in which we live, a teacher must take
courses in the summer or by the extension method if
he or she is to keep abreast of the rapidly changing
times.
Schools are in a period of transition. Teachers and
school administrators are besieged with new and often
times promising ideas for educating the youth of the
nation. Some of these new ideas have been put into
practice around the nation and it will be several years
before their real worth can be evaluated. There is an air
of urgency and excitement surrounding these new ideas,
but teachers and administrators must proceed with great
caution, because if we should seize upon a poor idea, it
could be several years before the error was discovered.
Here in Amherst, we have and will continue to sift
these many ideas and only put into practice those that
we feel quite certain will improve our educational pro-
duct.
One example of this is our departmentalized fifth
and sixth grade. This plan seems to have much in its
favor. The students in these grades now change classes
and teachers for their subject matter. Mrs. Dwight
Richardson teaches science to grades 5 and 6. Mrs.
Cyndiia Bickford teaches social studies to grades 5
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and 6, and Mrs. Kenneth \Vheeler teaches arithmetic
to grades 5 and 6. In the afternoon each teacher has
her home room for reading and language arts. In our
fast-moving times it is difficult for a teacher to be out-
standing in all areas of the curriculum. By departmen-
talizing, each teacher has the opportunity to specialize
in one or two areas, and the student reaps the benefit
of this type of teaching. While this program is new
this year, we have received many favorable comments
concerning it. We welcome your comments about this
or any other program in your schools.
We have abandoned the so-called "Joplhi Reading
Program," because the groups grew to a size too large
to handle. In its place we have installed the S. R. A.
Reading Laboratories. These are multi-level reading
programs and are designed to permit the student to
progress at his own rate. Our teachers and students
like this program very much, and we can see progress
in reading.
At the Clark School the teachers and principal are
making a study of the curriculum to determine if it
will be possible to teach reading and arithmetic on a
non-graded basis. Again this is a relatively new idea
in education, and it has met with success where it has
been tried. If it should prove feasible for us, we .shall
start next year with tliis plan.
As parents, townspeople and teacliers we should all
1)0 ever mindful of the old adage, "As the twig is bent,
so shall the tree grow." I stronglv urge parents and
interested ]5eople to visit the schools, meet the teachers,
and discuss our program. If you have questions ask
them and we will try to give you an honest answer.
Only through close cooperation between the school
and the home can we succeed in doing the best for
each child. If your child should come home with some
story about what happened in school that day, call
the principal or the teacher and find out about it.
Children often elaborate on happenings and they ar-
24
rive home out of proportion. I am reminded of the
first grade teacher that sent a note home to a parent
stating, "If you don't beheve all you hear about me, I
won't believe all I hear about you."
In conclusion let me again invite you to visit your
schools, and working together we can turn out the
best educational product ever. Your child will spend
between twelve and fifteen thousand hours in school
during his childhood; we must strive together to make




REPORT OF THE SCHOOL STUDY COMMITTEE
The report of the School Population Committee
made at the March, 1960 School District Meeting sug-
gested that, in view of the continued upward trend of
the school population and the present capacity load
our schools arc carrying, the committee would normally
recommend the addition of two classrooms to the Clark
School, to be readv for the start of classes in 1961.
However, the School Board pointed out that there were
several long-range possibilities for re-organization of
our school system. Therefore the Population Commit-
tee recommended that, in lieu of an immediate build-
ing program, a School Study Committee be appointed
to work with the School Board in making a thorough
investigation into these possibilities. They suggested
that the Study Committee report their recommenda-
tions at the March, 1961 School District Meeting, or
sooner. The 1960 School Meeting followed this re-
commendation, and voted that the Moderator appoint
a School Study Committee.
The Study Committee regrets that they are not
ready to give a definite recommendation at this time
for a long-range solution of our school problems. As
you know, however, the District voted at the Special
School Meeting on January 4th, 1961, to enter into a
two-year contract with Milford to accept our Grades
7 and 8, as well as Grades 9-12, beginning September,
1961 and running to June, 1963. The Study Com-
mittee made this recommendation in order to give them
more time to complete their studies, and at the same
time relieve our present crowded conditions, and give
our 7th and 8th grade children the advantages of a
more complete Junior High curriculum.
As has been reported previously to the town, the
Study Committee has been making a thorough investi-
gation of the three most feasible avenues which our
school system could follow in the future. They are:
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(1) Keep Grades 1-6 in Amherst and tuition Grades
7-12 to Milford; (2) Keep Grades 1-9 in Amherst, build-
ing a new Junior High School building, and tuition
grades 10-12 to Milford; (3) Enter into a Consolidated
School District with Holiis and Brookline. There is
a definite feeling in town that consolidation is the
most practical solution to our problems, but, that the
logical center of a Consolidated District should be Mil-
ford. We would like to point out that, should Milford
wish to reconsider consolidating with other towns at
some future date, the first two alternatives do not pre-
clude an eventual consolidation with Milford.
At this time the studies of the first two of the three
possibilities have been pretty well completed. Since
we are working with two other towns in studying the
third alternative, progress has been somewhat slower.
It is a program which requires considerably more re-
search on the part of three different towns in coopera-
tion with the State Department of Education. Our
Committee has found the slow-going somewhat frus-
trating. However, we would rather have it this way
than to go too fast and not be sure of our facts and
figures. We certainly hope and expect to complete the
consolidation studies within the next six months. As
soon as this is done, this committee will evaluate the
three alternative plans, weighing carefullv the advan-
tages, disadvantages, and quality of education which
each program offers. We will then call a Special School
District Meeting to make our recommendation to the
District. If this is done within the next six months we
will then have a year and a half before our contract
with Milford expires, in which to set up the course of
action decided upon. Should it he the second or third
program, a year and a half's time would be needed to
do a thorough, competent and careful jol^ in building
and organizing the program.
The School Board members of the Study Commit-
tee would like to take this opportunity to tell the Dis-
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hict that they have requested to be allowed to withdraw
from the Study Committee as active members. They
have asked the Moderator to appoint new members
to the Committee to replace them at the March Dis-
trict meeting. The Board feels that their regular School
Board duties which must be fullfilled industriously, in
addition to all the research and meetings involved on
the Study Committee, is too heavy a load to carry and
do a good job. Also, they feel that bringing new mem-
bers in these final stages of the study, will be an
advantage in weighing the programs with fresh, ob-
jective viewpoints. In addition, as is true in any organi-
zation, the more people brought into the study, the
wider-spread will be the complete understanding of the
situation. The School Board will continue to be mem-
bers of the Committee, ex officio, attending the major
Committee meetings in a mutually informative capa-
city.
Your patience in bearing with us in these time-
consuming and exhaustive, but worthwhile studies, is
appreciated.
AMHERST SCHOOL STUDY COMMITTEE,
Dorothv Carlsmith, Chairman
James Walker, School Board
James Enright, School Board







(For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1959 to June 30, 1960)
TOTAL RECEIPTS $161,859 44
TOTAL PAYMENTS 152,457 26
Cash banlance, June 30, 1960
Instruction:
6. Principal's & Teachers' Sal. $63,298 88
7. Books & other Instr. Aids 1,647 62
8. Scholars' Supplies (consumed
as used) 1,839 24
9. Salaries of Others 875 00
10. Other expenses of Instr. 1,020 55
$68,681 29
Operation of School Plant:
11. Salary of Custodian 4,091 68
12. Fuel or Heat 1,929 71
13. Water, Light, Supplies &
Expenses 2,207 83
$ 8,229 22
Maintenance of School Plant:
14. Repairs and Replacements 1,042 31
$ 1,042 31
Auxiliary Activities:
15. Health Supervision $ 832 14
16. Transportation 14,806 00
17. Tuition 35,024 46
18. Other Special Activities 1,932 54
-; $ 52,595 14
Fixed Charges:
19. Retirement 4,873 35
20. Insurance 857 08
$ 5,730 43
Capital Outlay:
22. Additions and Improvements $1,361 95
23. N. D. E.A. 1,647 16
. $ 3,009 11
Debt and Interest
25. Principal of Debt $8,000 00
26. Interest on Debt 279 66
$ 8,279 66
Total Payments $152,457 26
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BALANCE SHEET -JUNE 30, 1960
ASSETS
Cash on hand, June 30, 1960 $9,402 18
Net Debt (excess of habihties over assets) 00
Total $9,402 18
LIABILITIES
Notes and Bonds Outstanding (Indebtedness





HAROLD C. ROWLEY, Superintendent.
INSURANCE COVERAGE
IVz Storv Brick School $65,000 00
Park Street School Building 8,000 00




(Required by the State Board of Education from all
State Aided Districts)
This is to certify that we have examined the books
and other financial records of the School Board of Am-
herst of which this is a true summary for the fiscal year







This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-
plete and correct to the best of our knowledge and
belief. The accounts are kept in accordance with Sec-
tion 24 of Chapter 71 of the Revised Statutes Annotated,






HAROLD C. ROWLEY, Superintendent.
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OUR TEACHERS - 1960-61
Subject or Experience
Name of Teacher Grade Taught Here Total
Cynthia Bickford
Mont Vernon 204 00
4,000 00
$6,500 00
REPORT OF HEALTH SUPERVISION - 1959-60
Dr. Alexandre Law, M.D., Examiner
(Mrs.) Marion Gangloff, R.N., School Nurse













Number of pupils registered during year:
Boys 210; Girls 173
Enrollment by grades:
1-49; 11-44; III-62; IV-46;
V-48; VI-43; VII-47; VIII-44
Average membership in Grades 1-8
Percent of attendance in Grades 1-8
Number not absent or tardy during year













Five Years: Gail Boutelle
Three Years: Wayne Balcom
Two Years: Jill Kennedy, Alvin
Long, Charles Sullivan
School Year - 1959-60
Grade 1: Donald Jones
Grade 2: George Brown, Richard Brown
Grade 3: Jill Kennedy, Charles Sullivan
Grade 4: James Rock
Grade 5: Kathleen Bartlett, Robert Doane, Dean
Husmer, David Locke, Ralph Odell, Daniel
Plummer, Bradford Roby, Stephen Warren
Grade 6: Nancy Fraser, Paul Doane, Norman Wor-
cester
Grade 7: Wayne Balcom, Gail Boutelle, Allan Clough
Grade 8: Alvin Long
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AMHERST PUPILS GRADUATING FROM



















* Top Ten Seniors # Transfer Student, Top Ten
t National Honor Society
AMHERST TUITION PUPILS ATTENDING
MILFORD HIGH SCHOOL - 1960-61
Grade 9-42 Grade 11-36
Grade 10-23 Grade 12-25
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SYNOPSIS OF AMHERST SCHOOL MEETING
March 4, 1960
The meeting was called to order by the moderator,
Mr. Greeley Buchanan, at 8:10 p. m. The Rev. Paul
Trudinger offered the prayer.
Mr. Buchanan appointed Miss Orcutt clerk pro tem,
to replace Mrs. Dreyer who was not able to attend.
Mr. Buchanan stated that unless there were ob-
jections, the reading of the warrant would be dispensed
with. No objection.
Article 1. Mr. Greeley Buchanan was unaminously
elected Moderator for the coming year.
Article 2. Barbara Landry was unanimously elec-
ted School Glerk for the ensuing year.
Article 3. Mrs. Gynthia Lathrop was unanimously
elected member of the School Board for three years.
Article 4. Barbara Landry was unanimously elec-
ted School Treasurer for one vear.
Article 5. Mr. Shethar moved this article be
passed, to take it up under the School Budget. So
moved.
Article 6. Mr. Walker moved this article be passed
because there were no special reports to be submitted
at this time, and accept reports as printed in the Town
Report. Garried.
Article 7. George H. Howard and Orson H. Brag-
don were unanimously elected to serve as Auditors for
the School District.
Article 8. Mr. Buchanan pointed out it was cus-
tomary to discuss each item and vote on the total bud-
get. He asked if there were any objections. There were
none.
Mr. Shethar discussed items 1 through 10 of the
budget. Discussion followed. Mr. Shethar stated in-
creases in section No. 2, Instruction, were due to in-
crease in number of pupils and increases in salary. He
also discussed present salary schedule for teachers and
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stated the school board did not recommend any change
in salary base of $3,700.00 with increases of 4% yearly
for seven years.
Mr. Hopkins moved to amend item No. 6 from the
present $66,123.47 to $69,233.47 permitting a base of
$3,900.00.
Discussion on the merit system followed. Mr. Era-
ser spoke strongly in favor of such a system. Mr. Walker
said the school board had spent much time on the sub-
ject and were not in favor of the move at this time.
Mr. Husmer, chairman of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, asked that the meeting approve its recommen-
dation for evaluation rather than the across-the-board
increase.
Mr. Buchanan restated the motion as requested.
Mrs. Walker requested a ballot vote. Ballot vote car-
ried — 31 for, 8 opposed.
Meeting recessed at 9:30 p. m. to vote. 9:45 p. m.
voting closed. Votes cast 61 — For 33; opposed 28.
Carried.
Items 11 through 19 were then discussed by Mr.
Walker.
Mr. Enright discussed items 20 through 27.
Mr. Enright gave the new budget figures: Revenue
$12,660.00; to be raised $166,989.00.
Mr. Enright made the motion to raise and appropri-
ate the sum of $166,989.00 for the school budget for
the ensuing year. Motion seconded. Carried.
Article 9. Mr. Enright made a motion that the
School Board be authorized to spend an amount not
to exceed $4,000.00 to make the conversion of the boil-
er from coal to oil. Motion seconded and carried.
Article 10. To allow the School District to make
application for and accept any or all grants or other
funds for educational purposes which may now or
hereafter be forthcoming from the United States Gov-
ernment or from the State of New Hampshire or from
any other source. Carried.
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Article 11. To see if the district will appoint a
committee of at least five and not more than seven to
study the advisability of building added facilities or
transferring grades 7 and 8 to Milford on a tuition basis,
as provided'in Chapter 59:73, 77, 79-86, R.S.A.N.H.
Carried.
Article 12. To see if the District will vote to ap-
prove the non-partisan ballot svstem of electing officers
as provided in Chapter 59:73,' 77-86, R.S.A.N.H. Car-
ried.
Mr. Smith suggested a rising vote of thanks for Mr.
Shethar, retiring member of the School Board.




SYNOPSIS OF SPECIAL SCHOOL MEETING
January 4, 1961
The meeting was called to order by the clerk, Bar-
bara Landry, at 8:00 p. m. The Warrant was then read.
In the absence of the Moderator, Arnold Wight was
elected Moderator pro tern by unanimous vote. Mr.
Hermon Anderson oflFered the prayer.
Article 1. Mr. James Walker made motion: "To
see if the District will vote to authorize the school
board to negotiate an exclusive contract with Milford
to take our 7th and 8th grades as tuition pupils for a
two-year period beginning September 1961 at rates
charged by Milford within the limits permitted by law."
Seconded.
Mr, Walker filled in the reasons the School Board
thought the above motion necessary. He pointed out
the alternative plan as being more costly, i.e. to hire
an additional teacher and classroom to take care of the
overcrowding.
Mr. Currier spoke for the Ways and Means Com-
mittee and indicated approval.
Mrs. Carlsmith spoke for the Study Committee and
in favor of the motion. Discussion followed.
Vote: Motion carried.
Article 2. No other business came before the meet-
ing. It was voted to adjourn.
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p. m.
BARBARA LANDRY,
Clerk.
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